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Transcript of Joint Address to Congress Leading to a Declaration of War Against Japan (1941)
Mr. Vice President, and Mr. Speaker, and Members of the Senate and House of Representatives: 
Yesterday, December 7, 1941—a date which will live in infamy—the United States of America was suddenly and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the Empire of Japan.
The United States was at peace with that Nation and, at the solicitation of Japan, was still in conversation with its Government and its Emperor looking toward the maintenance of peace in the Pacific. Indeed, one hour after Japanese air squadrons had commenced bombing in the American Island of Oahu, the Japanese Ambassador to the United States and his colleague delivered to our Secretary of State a formal reply to a recent American message. And while this reply stated that it seemed useless to continue the existing diplomatic negotiations, it contained no threat or hint of war or of armed attack.
It will be recorded that the distance of Hawaii from Japan makes it obvious that the attack was deliberately planned many days or even weeks ago. During the intervening time the Japanese Government has deliberately sought to deceive the United States by false statements and expressions of hope for continued peace.
[image: fdr-signing-declaration]The attack yesterday on the Hawaiian Islands has caused severe damage to American naval and military forces. I regret to tell you that very many American lives have been lost. In addition American ships have been reported torpedoed on the high seas between San Francisco and Honolulu.
Yesterday the Japanese Government also launched an attack against Malaya.
Last night Japanese forces attacked Hong Kong.
Last night Japanese forces attacked Guam.
Last night Japanese forces attacked the Philippine Islands.
Last night the Japanese attacked Wake Island. And this morning the Japanese attacked Midway Island.
Japan has, therefore, undertaken a surprise offensive extending throughout the Pacific area. The facts of yesterday and today speak for themselves. The people of the United States have already formed their opinions and well understand the implications to the very life and safety of our Nation.
As Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy I have directed that all measures be taken for our defense.
But always will our whole Nation remember the character of the onslaught against us.
No matter how long it may take us to overcome this premeditated invasion, the American people in their righteous might will win through to absolute victory. I believe that I interpret the will of the Congress and of the people when I assert that we will not only defend ourselves to the uttermost but will make it very certain that this form of treachery shall never again endanger us.
Hostilities exist. There is no blinking at the fact that our people, our territory, and our interests are in grave danger.
With confidence in our armed forces—with the unbounding determination of our people—we will gain the inevitable triumph- so help us God. 
I ask that the Congress declare that since the unprovoked and dastardly attack by Japan on Sunday, December 7, 1941, a state of war has existed between the United States and the Japanese Empire. 
Transcription courtesy of the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum.
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Powers of Persuasion - Poster Art of World War II			Name_______________________
Poster Analysis Worksheet

1.    What are the main colors used in the poster? __________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
2.   What symbols (if any) are used in the poster?___________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
3.   If a symbol is used, is it
clear (easy to interpret)? ________________________ 
memorable? _________________________________ 
dramatic? ___________________________________ 
 4.   Are the messages in the poster primarily visual, verbal, or both?
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
5.   Who do you think is the intended audience for the poster?
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
6.   What does the Government hope the audience will do?
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
7.   What Government purpose(s) is served by the poster?
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
8.   The most effective posters use symbols that are unusual, simple, and direct. Is this an effective poster?  Why or why not?
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Designed and developed by the 
Education Staff, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, DC 20408
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15/11-jwa HEADQUARTERS,
AMPHIBIOUS FORCE, PACIFIC FLEET,
CAMP ELLIOTT, SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA ‘
March 6, 1942

From: The Commanding General.
To: The Commandant, U. 8. Marine Corps
Subject: Enlistment of Navaho Indiens.

Enclosures: iAg Brochure by Mr. Philip Johnston, with maps.
B) Messages used in demonstration.

i Mr. Philip Johnston of Los Angeles recently
offered his services to this force to demonstrate the use of
Indians for the transmission of messages by telephone and
volce-radio. His offer was accepted and the demonstration
was held for the Commanding General and his staff.

2. The demonstration was interesting and success-
ful. Messages were transmitted and received almost verbatim.
In conducting the demonstration messages were written by a
member of the staff and handed to the Indian; he would trans-
mit the messagesin his tribal dialect and the Indian on the
other end would write them down in English. The text of
messages as written and received are enclosed. The Indians
do not have many military terms in their dialect so it was
necessary to give them a few minutes, before the demonstra-
tion, to improvise words for dive-bombing, anti-tank gun, ete.

3. Mr. Johnston stated that the Navaho is the only
tribe in the United States that has not been infested with
German students during the past twenty years. These Germens,
studying the various tribal dialects under the guise of art
students, anthropologists, ete., have undoubtedly attained a
sood working knowledge of all tribal dialecte except Navaho.

or this reason the Navaho is the only tribe available offer-
ing complete security for the type of work under consideration.
It is noted in Mr. Johnston's article (enclosed) that the Nav-
aho 1s the largest tribe but the lowest in literacy. He stat-
ed, however, that 1,000 — if that many were needed — could
be found with the necessary qualifications. It should also be
noted that the Navaho tribal dislect is completely unintellig-
ible to all other tribes and all other veonle, with the poss-
ible exception of as many as 28 Americans who have made a study
of the dlalect. This dlalect 1s thus equivalent to a secret
code to the enemy, and admirably suited for raplid, secure com-
munication.
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